Appendix A

Regulatory Significance

The term, “regulatory significance” is not officially defined by the International Plant
Protection Convention or the Code of Federal Regulations. However, the adoption of the
term will allow CAPS cooperators greater flexibility and adequate accountability to
survey for pests. Pests that may be appropriately surveyed are those whose detection in
an area may be of concern to national, State, tribal, and local governments because of
their potential for human-assisted dissemination into areas where they do not already
occur. Plant pests are deemed to be of regulatory significance if their detection in an area
could negatively impact the movement of people and articles. It may be possible,
depending upon the means by which PPQ ultimately recognizes pests under state
phytosanitary management, to survey for these pests using Pest Detection funding. The
exact regulatory mechanism PPQ may use is still being developed at the time these
guidelines were written. For consistency when discussing pest survey issues, PPQ
encourages cooperators to use the terminology defined in the International Standards for
Phytosanitary Measures (Numbers 01, 05, 06 and 08), available at the International
Phytosanitary Portal - the official web site for the International Plant Protection
Convention (https://www.ippc.int/IPP/En/default.jsp).
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