
Pest Tracker

A Platform to Present 
CAPS Information 
to the Public

PestTracker.org 
is maintained by
CAPSIS at Purdue



Opportunity to Improve 
Outreach for your State
To direct the public to your best contact, 
should they wish to report a pest or have pest 
related questions. 
You know best which resources relevant to 
invasive species in your state.

Why are we talking about this?



There are 6 tabs:

Home

News

Pests and Maps

States

Partners

Contact Us



News

• Filter by specific 
Search Criteria

• Scroll through 
news articles



Pests and Maps

• Link to Info

• Link to Maps



Info

• Link to CAPS 
data sheet

• News articles



Maps

• Survey Maps by 
Year



States

• Drop Down 
Menu

• Select a State



Ex: Hawaii

• Link to 
Department of 
Agriculture & 
Extension 
Service

• SSC Phone #



Partners

• Resources with 
additional 
information

• Links to Partner 
pages



Contact Us

• This is where 
most people 
who want to 
reach out end 
up.

• Select a State, 
send message.



Gaps in the Current Setup
Public often lands on the Contact Us page 
and sends CAPSIS an email with a specific 
question about identifying or reporting a 
National Priority Pest or other Invasive 
Species.



Questions for the NCC
Is it OK for me to forward these emails directly to 
the SSC for the corresponding state?

Could messages be forwarded to a specific email 
for each State and Territory that deals specifically 
with public inquiries and reports for pests and 
pathogens in the area.



At a recent (8/9/22) Meeting 
with USDA-APHIS-PPQ,  
CAPSIS reported this 
feedback coming through 
the Pest Tracker Site. 

This represents one week of
Pest Tracker Feedback from 
the sites Contact Us page.



Example 1

 8/8/22

 Devon in CT

 “I just saw and killed (confirmed 
by google before I killed it) a 
Spotted Lanternfly behind the CT 
Post Mall in Milford, CT”

 8/6/22

 Fred in CA
 “Feathertop Rhodes Grass has infected 

California in at least Riverside county 
and San Bernardino county in Big Bear. 
Per my research it can propagate 
everywhere except Death Valley salt 
flats and the Pacific Coast tidal zones. 
Yet there is little public awareness of 
this unique invading dangerous pest. 
Why ?”

 Fred again on 8/30/22
 “Are there any active efforts to 

con/eradicate Feathertop Rhodes Grass 
from the 2 California counties already 
infected (Riverside county and San 
Bernardino county? FTR is growing and 
spreading up here in the city of Big 
Bear Lake and everyone seems to take 
the attitude FTR could be a major 
problem/ Already several hundred 
acres are taken over on the South 
shore of the lake itself (the lake is 17 
feet below normal and exposed 
hundreds of acres of fertile soil, now 
infected).”



Example 2

 7/29/22

 Robert

 “When I use this site and try to 
get a map it doesn't seem to 
work. I've tried everything I can 
think of but can't generate a 
map. What am I missing?”

There could be a small Site 
Feedback section that would 
email CAPSIS directly, in case 
the site is not working as 
expected.

Ex: Maps not loading

CAPSIS@purdue.edu
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