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National CAPS Committee (NCC) Monthly Call Minutes
April 2, 2026
Participants
	☐	Darrell Bays
	☒	Jeff Hash

	☐	Jake Bodart
	☒	Mike Hill

	☒	Kim Dean
	☒	Matthew Howle

	☒	Bonnie Dietrich
	☒	Cynthia Kwolek

	☒	Charles Elhard
	☒	Tina Peltier

	☒	Joanna Fisher
	☒	Chelsey Penuel

	☒	Leah Granke
	☒	Isaac Powell

	☒	Tina Gresham
	☒	Judy Rosovsky

	☒	Emily Hagen
	☒	Sven Spichiger


PPQ Updates:
· 2026 CAPS agreement amounts will be the same as 2025. We are working through the CAPS cooperative agreement review process. Most agreements have already been approved. Reach out if you have any questions about the status of your specific agreement.
· We are reviewing the NCC’s input on proposed changes to the 2027 national priority pest list (NPPL). We will finalize decisions within the next couple weeks and expect to publish the 2027 CAPS guidelines and NPPL by early May.
· At the NCC meeting in Raleigh, we asked the NCC to review the preliminary identification best practices document, and then to provide feedback to Patrick Haslem during the May NCC call. Slight change of plans – Patrick won’t be on the May NCC call, so he as asked the NCC to provide feedback in writing instead. Please send your feedback by May 8th to Patrick.Haslem@usda.gov and Tina.Gresham@usda.gov.
· We invited Julie Van Meter, National Policy Manager for Plant Protection Act (PPA) 7721, to today’s call, but she was unable to make it. We invited her back for the May 7th NCC call.
· Darrell Bays sent two emails to the CAPS community on March 30th announcing:
· Opening the PPA 7721 survey summary form (SSF) on April 1st. We are opening the SSF early to allow cooperators to begin planning their surveys before the PPA 7721 spending plan is announced. The intent is to allow you extra time for planning due to delays with announcing the spending plan in 2026. No SSFs will be reviewed or approved until after the spending plan is released.
· Opening the survey supply ordering platform on April 1st. When submitting supply orders, indicate “PPA 7721” or “Not PPA 7721” in the comment box. Non‑PPA 7721 orders will be processed and shipped normally. PPA 7721 orders will be reviewed and processed after the spending plan is released.
· If you have not received these emails, please let Tina or Darrell know so we can troubleshoot.
· We are finishing up PPQ-internal review of the March NCC meeting and will share with the NCC soon, with an ask to provide feedback within two weeks.
· PPQ Science and Technology updated the Approved Methods for Pest Survey (AMPS) pages for the following national priority pests to include the all-green bucket trap as an option:
· Autographa gamma (silver Y moth), Chrysodeixis chalcites (golden twin spot moth), Cryptoblabes gnidiella (Christmas berry webworm), Panolis flammea (pine beauty moth), and Spodoptera litura (cotton cutworm)
CAPSIS Updates:
· Note a couple changes to the Survey Planning Site. Due to recent system updates to comply with new accessibility standards, the following links will no longer open a new pdf file. Instead,
· When you click on “Download Plan Data”, a new excel file window will open. You may choose to save or print in whatever format you wish.  
· When you click on “Print Plan Data” a printable webpage will open. You may save or print to pdf as you wish.
· Note that two new NAPIS codes were added for the 2026 PPA 7721 survey:
· 161 – Pathway Survey – Non-Agricultural Systems
· 162 – Program – Asian Citrus Psyllid
· Bonnie will be attending all four regional plant board meeting; however, she will be in the office every Friday to catch up and to hold her weekly office hours. Note with the daylight saving time change, these may occur an hour earlier for most participants in the continental US. Let her know if the time change will be a problem for you. 
· Please send CAPSIS/NAPIS new users to the Friday office hour call. Bonnie can provide training to groups more efficiently than one-on-one. 
Discussion Topic – Contingency Plan for Survey Planning Tools
· We appreciate the robust discussion around planning for worst-case scenarios and have  documented the NCC’s input and suggestions in a rough action plan that is available should we ever need it. 


Next call:
· May 7, 2026
· Guest speakers are:
·  Julie Van Meter, National Policy Manager for PPA 7721, to answer questions about the suggestion review process
· Chris Pierce, Pest Survey Specialist, to present a new plastic bucket trap guidance document 
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