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National CAPS Committee (NCC) Monthly Call Minutes
May 7, 2026
Participants
	☐	Darrell Bays
	☐	Jeff Hash

	☒	Jake Bodart
	☒	Mike Hill

	☐	Kim Dean
	☐	Matthew Howle

	☐	Bonnie Dietrich
	☒	Cynthia Kwolek

	☒	Charles Elhard
	☐	Tina Peltier

	☒	Joanna Fisher
	☒	Chelsey Penuel

	☒	Leah Granke
	☐	Isaac Powell

	☒	Tina Gresham
	☒	Judy Rosovsky

	☒	Emily Hagen
	☒	Sven Spichiger



Guest Speakers:
Chris Pierce – PPQ, Pest Survey Specialist
· Chris presented an updated and enhanced version of the plastic bucket trap protocol. This is the first of several trap protocols Chris and his team hope to update. They will work on a protocol for paper delta traps next. In addition to updating the plastic bucket trap protocol, he developed a standard template for all future protocols. The standard template will help ensure consistency between protocols and make it easier for users to find what they are looking for. The new plastic bucket trap protocol will be posted on the Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey (CAPS) Resource and Collaboration website, under the Survey Supplies tab, in early June.
Julie Van Meter – PPQ, National Policy Manager for Plant Pest Act (PPA) 7721
· Julie provided updates about the FY 2026 PPA 7721 process. Get your workplans submitted asap. Target date is July 30th but they will extend if you are making a good faith effort. 
· Julie explained how PPA 7721 supports surveys for state priority pests, and whether funding will be impacted by the shift from 40% to 30% state priority pests beginning in 2027. Julie explained PPA 7721 funds surveys in three broad categories:
· National priority pest-focused (typically bundled surveys or pathway surveys)
· PPQ Pest Program surveys (usually supporting trade)
· Cooperator surveys – State priority pests
· While scoring might be for national priority pests versus state priority pests, this score accounts for at most 10% of the overall suggestion score. The biggest driver of overall score is your ability to explain pest significance in your state, how the survey supports industry/trade, the pest’s cultural relevance in your state, why the pest is a threat to your state, and what is the pathway or mechanism you will target with your survey.  The better you can tell this story, the better chance your suggestion has.
· Reach out any time if you have questions julie.vanmeter@usda.gov or to the team at ppa-projects@usda.gov 
PPQ Updates:
· 2027 National Priority Pest List changes – After considering all feedback, we decided:
· Not removing any pests
· Combining Xanthomonas oryzae pathovars into one entry
· Combining potato cyst nematodes (Globodera pallida and G. rostochiensis) into one entry
· Adding Orobanche cumana (sunflower broomrape)
· 2027 CAPS Guidelines and resources – 
· All 2027 templates and guidelines have been updated and approved
· We’re on track to open the 2027 CAPS page on the CAPS Resource and Collaboration website during the week of May 18th
· Final notes from the Raleigh NCC meeting will be posted on the CAPS Resource and Collaboration website next week
· Reminder – Provide feedback on Patrick Haslem’s preliminary identification best practices document by close of business (COB) May 8th
· Reminder – Provide feedback about any trade impacts the change to 70% national priority pests/30% state priority pests will have on trade in your state. Submit or request extension by COB May 8th
· Trap changes
· We removed the Heliothis trap from the Helicoverpa armigera (old world bollworm) approved methods. Nobody was using it and S&T has found the plastic bucket traps to be more effective.
· We removed sweep net and sticky card from the Amrasca biggutula approved methods. S&T has found these are only effective for high populations and not as effective as early detection tools. 
· Q: What is the most effective way to share this information with the community? A: Email blast to the CAPS community (SPROs, SSCs, SPHDs, and PSSs)
· Terrestrial snail and slug – We incorporated your feedback from the Raleigh NCC meeting into the approved methods page. Specifically, we added enhanced guidance for sample preparation and timing/circumstances for effective surveys. 
· We asked if the NCC thought we needed to provide more guidance on setting up a transect survey, but they did not think this was necessary.
CAPSIS Updates:
· Bonnie was at Southern Plant Board this week. Mike Hill mentioned that Purdue got a one-year extension on their project to ensure all website resources/documents are accessibility compliant. 
Next call:
· June 11, 2026
· Please suggest meeting agenda topics; If none, we can forego a June call.
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