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National CAPS Committee (NCC) Monthly Call Minutes
June 11, 2026
Participants
	☒	Darrell Bays
	☒	Jeff Hash

	☐	Jake Bodart
	☐	Mike Hill

	☒	Kim Dean
	☒	Matthew Howle

	☒	Bonnie Dietrich
	☒	Cynthia Kwolek

	☒	Charles Elhard
	☒	Tina Peltier

	☒	Joanna Fisher
	☐	Chelsey Penuel

	☒	Leah Granke
	☐	Isaac Powell

	☐	Tina Gresham
	☐	Judy Rosovsky

	☐	Emily Hagen
	☒	Sven Spichiger



PPQ Updates:
We discussed what a former priority pest is and noted additional rules once pests are removed from the national priority pest list (NPPL). Removal from the NPPL can be for several reasons to include deregulation, presence in the United States, moderate or low objective prioritization of exotic pests (OPEP) score, program pest changes or lack of survey interest. Pests removed for those reasons are still allowed to be bundled into a survey. Former priority pests that lack a survey or identification method or were consolidated are not allowed to be bundled. The discussion zeroed in on those pests that lack a survey method and if not allowing them to be bundled is any different than a pest of state concern that also does not have an approved survey method.  NCC members are asked to gather feedback on the clarity and concerns around the former priority pest list.

Kim recommended treating former priority pests the same as other pests.
It was suggested to include more information in the “Reason(s) for Removal” column. For example, for Globodera rostochiensis the current reason is “Removed/Consolidated” but the NCC suggested something like "Consolidated / now Globodera spp. (potato cyst nematodes)".
Joanna noted states may still need flexibility to survey pests despite limited methods.
Oak splendour beetle remains on NPPL despite imperfect methods.
Science & Technology (S&T) Updates
Updated approved methods for pest surveillance (AMPS) for flighted spongy moth complex with expanded site selection guidance and trap use updates.
Discussion about PPQ Forest Pest Methods Laboratory (FPML) guidance for states in quarantine; NY and RI dropped Asian Defoliator surveys.
Updated datasheet and AMPS for Xanthomonas oryzae combining both pathovars.
Updated datasheet and AMPS for Heterodera ciceri (chickpea cyst nematode).
Pasture mealybug survey guidance added to Public Engagement Library (not a NPPL/CAPS pest).
Survey Guidance Discussion
A question was sent to S&T email box about surveying near orchards using mating disruption for moth control.
Generic lure separation guidance: 20 meters / 65 feet for typical monitoring traps.
FPML recommendation: Locate early detection survey sites at least 1 km away from orchards deploying mating disruption technologies.
CAPSIS Updates
Two-hour weekly open office hours every Friday.
Recording on using the one-workplan function will be released first Friday in July.
Bonnie will provide continued support during office hours.
Other Updates & Announcements
Leah, Darrell, and Tina will attend NPB; NCC members may submit topics.
Upcoming term expirations (December 2026): Sven (renewing), Judy (absent).
Q&A
Sven reported a false spotted lanternfly (SLF) hit in WA due to student misuse of iNaturalist; state remains SLF-free.
Darrell noted new world screwworm (NWS) detected in Texas; PPQ active in Edinburgh, TX with new rearing facility.
Next Call
August 6, 2026 (July call canceled).
Call for agenda topics.
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