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National CAPS Committee (NCC) Monthly Call Minutes
August 20, 2026
Participants
	☒	Darrell Bays
	☐	Jeff Hash

	☐	Jake Bodart
	☒	Mike Hill

	☒	Kim Dean
	☒	Matthew Howle

	☒	Bonnie Dietrich
	☒	Cynthia Kwolek

	☒	Charles Elhard
	☒	Tina Peltier

	☒	Joanna Fisher
	☒	Chelsey Penuel

	☒	Leah Granke
	☐	Isaac Powell

	☒	{Tina Gresham} G. Marrero
	☒	Judy Rosovsky

	☐	Emily Hagen
	☒	Sven Spichiger



Guest Speakers: 
· N/A
PPQ Updates:
· Policy - No updates this meeting
· Field Ops
· CAPS Site Mobile Usability: Asked Bonnie and Mike if a redesign for mobile browser use of the CAPSRNC site would benefit survey staff; requested that NCC members canvass their constituents for feedback on potential enhancements, especially for Pest Tracker and Approved Methods, does not include NAPIS.
· CAPS Office Hours: Shared that three office hours sessions for cooperators were completed, discussed accomplishment report clarifications, and acknowledged the busy August for state survey coordinators and SPROs due to overlapping CAPS and PPA work plan processes. 
· Work Plan Timeline: Reminded group that CAPS work and financial plans are due in the Power App site by September 11, advising to submit to SPHD/PSS a week or two early for review. 
· Follow Up Requested: Asked Bonnie and Mike to gather feedback from their teams on mobile usability; requested Sven-Erik to email a specific snail survey protocol question for further review by PD CFWG.
· S&T
· Host Matrix Update: Announced a QC check and validation of the host matrix, with changes made. 
· OPEP Assessments: Reported four new OPEP assessments (information below), and updates to Oak Splendor Beetle and several pathogens. Noted a significant impact decrease for Heterodera ciceri based on new crop production info.
· Approved Methods/Data Sheets: Updated methods for strawberry blossom weevil, potato cyst nematodes, sunflower broom rape, and red ring nematode. Shared practical changes for trap placement and detection methods. 
· Follow Up Requested: request for feedback from NCC members with chickpea in their regions regarding Heterodera ciceri’s relevance; invited questions or comments on pest updates and methods (below).
· Strawberry blossom weevil follow-up question: clarification requested if hanging trap guidelines for strawberry blossom weevil apply to strawberries; Leah confirmed they do not, but yellow sticky cards can be used if production practices allow. 
Recently completed Objective Prioritization of Exotic Pest (OPEP) assessments: 
· Dickeya fangzhongdai. The predicted impact in the United States is moderate/high (probabilities nearly equal) (CAPS category 1C). This assessment was initiated by multiple reports in PestLens describing new detections in Europe and North America with new hosts.  
· Nanovirus necropisi: Pea necrotic yellow dwarf virus (PNYDV). The predicted impact in the United States is moderate (CAPS category 1D). This assessment was initiated by a PestLens blurb reporting the first detection of this virus on chickpea. 
· Orthotospovirus tomatozonae (synonym: tomato zonate spot virus) (TZSV). The predicted impact in the United States is Moderate (CAPS category 1D). This assessment was initiated by a PestLens blurb reporting the first detection of this species in Japan. 
· Thrips angusticeps, field thrips (Thysanoptera: Thripidae). The predicted impact in the United States is Low/Mod (probabilities nearly equal) (CAPS category 2G).  
· Updated OPEP  
· Agrilus biguttatus, oak splendor beetle. The previous OPEP assessment was completed in 2016 and predicted a moderate impact in the United States, but with a 21% probability of high impacts, resulting in its status as a CAPS pest (risk group 1D). This update considered some additional information, and the predicted impact increased to moderate/high (probabilities nearly equal). It will now be categorized as CAPS risk group 1C. No changes for CAPS as this pest is already on the NPPL. 
· Other pests that were updated (original assessment 2015-2018) 
· No changes in CAPS risk group (all remain 1A):  
· Grapevine Flavescence dorée 
· Scots pine blister rust (Cronartium pini) 
· Ash dieback (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus) 
· Alder root and collar rot (Phytophthora alni) 
· Decrease in CAPS risk group (from 1D to 3I) 
· Updates to answers regarding host rang and impacts (not reported through pest's distribution) 
· Most impactful, though, has been addressing the effectiveness of US production practices in chickpea and lentil production in the United States. Crop rotation is routinely recommended and used for control of H. ciceri elsewhere, and is used throughout US pulse production for control of various diseases and other phytoparasitic nematodes. Based on current production practices, we can predict that any populations of H. ciceri would be effectively managed and no other control measures would be needed. Therefore, the updated predicted impact is low (82% probability). This changes the CAPS Risk Group from 1D to 3I.
 
· Recently completed AMPS & Datasheets 
	 National Priority Pest 
	Change 
	Justification 

	Strawberry blossom weevil – Anthonomus rubi (effective 7/22) 
	A sticky trap with lure was added as an approved method. For trapping in caneberries, we added guidance to hang traps instead of burying. 
	Recent research with a cooperator in Washington State showed that sticky traps with the paired kairomone/pheromone lure (current lure) attached worked as well as bucket traps for detecting the weevil in Himalayan blackberries in areas with known infestations. This research also showed that buried bucket traps had more by-catch (slugs and rodents) compared to hanging bucket traps and that both were effective to detect the weevil. 

	Potato cyst nematodes - Globodera spp. (effective 7/24) 
	Soil sampling was maintained as an approved method, but tissue sampling was removed. Soil sampling guidance/sample collection methods were updated to the Canada and United States Guidelines on Surveillance and Phytosanitary Actions for the Potato Cyst Nematodes Globodera rostochiensis and Globodera pallida using Method B in Appendix 2. 
	For 2027, Globodera pallida (pale cyst) and G. rostochiensis (golden) were combined into a single entry for potato cyst nematodes. The AMPS were updated to reflect this and to harmonize with other potato cyst nematode sampling guidance from PPQ. A combined datasheet will be created, but both individual datasheets are still available on the 2026 approved methods pages. 

	Sunflower broomrape - Orobanche cumana (effective 7/24) 
	Approved methods were added for sunflower broomrape. The approved methods are visual survey with collection of entire above-ground stems, prioritizing stems with flowers.  
	New pest on the 2027 NPPL. This is the first version of the AMPS. The datasheet will be added later.  

	Red ring nematode - Bursaphelencus cocophilus 
	Routine update with minor changes 
	 



CAPSIS Updates:
· CAPS Survey Planning Tool Update: Demonstrated new "one work plan view" in survey planning, which dynamically populates from individual plans. Explained that for now, certain fields (cooperator name, start/end date, coordinator, email) must be entered in individual plans, but all other fields are dynamic between views. 
· Usage Recommendation: Clarified that states can use the one work plan view, but Darrell recommended starting with individual plans for safety and consistency. 
· Follow Up Requested: No explicit follow up requested; Bonnie noted the tool is tested and functioning, and invited questions about its use.
Q&A:
· Emerald Ash Borer Detection: Announced Washington joined the Emerald Ash Borer Club, with management plans in place. 
· Survey Protocol Question: Raised a question from the WA staff about accommodating Arion spp. in mollusk survey protocols due to its abundance; requested guidance, possibly to exclude it from surveys. Will email the snail protocol question to Darrell for further review by the relevant team.
· Personnel Update: Sven announced that Tiffany will step down as state survey coordinator due to restructuring; Nathan Rochet (sp?) will take over, effective soon, and will update contacts nationally. Provided Nathan’s background and experience.
· Personnel Update: Judy explained that she’s been in communication with Kim Rice to backfill her NCC position. Will follow up with Kim to see if any updates can be provided in an upcoming call. 
Next call:
· September 3, 2026
· Reminder: Please suggest meeting agenda topics.
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