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National CAPS Committee (NCC) Monthly Call Minutes
February 24, 2026
Participants
	☐	Darrell Bays
	☒	Jeff Hash

	☒	Jake Bodart
	☐	Mike Hill

	☒	Kim Dean
	☒	Matthew Howle

	☒	Bonnie Dietrich
	☐	Cynthia Kwolek

	☒	Charles Elhard
	☒	Tina Peltier

	☒	Joanna Fisher
	☒	Chelsey Penuel

	☒	Leah Granke
	☒	Isaac Powell

	☒	Tina Gresham
	☐	Judy Rosovsky

	☒	Emily Hagen
	☒	Sven Spichiger


Annual review of the National Priority Pest List (NPPL)
The PPQ Pest Detection cross-functional working group is conducting its annual review of the NPPL. We are presenting for NCC constituent feedback the following proposed additions, removals, and combinations for the 2027 NPPL. We seek your feedback to understand the importance of these pests in your states and regions. Cooperator feedback is a very important part of our evaluation process and we appreciate all the input you can provide. 
We plan to discuss these proposed changes again during the NCC meeting in Raleigh, NC next month, and collect any additional feedback you have about the proposed addition, removals, and combinations. We will publish the 2027 NPPL in late May 2026. During your discussions with constituents, please remind them the minimum threshold for national priority pests on CAPS survey plans will increase from 60% to 70% beginning in 2027. 
Reminder of process to submit a candidate for the NPPL
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Proposed addition to the 2027 NPPL
Leah Granke presented the following slides describing sunflower broomrape, a candidate for addition to the 2027 priority pest list:
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Other pests considered for the 2027 NPPL
Leah also presented information about pests we considered for the 2027 NPPL, but for which we need more information or additional research. We would appreciate any feedback about the importance of these pests to your states and regions. If multiple pests are important to you, understanding your priority ranking would also be helpful. We request your feedback about these pests to by late June to help us prioritize research needs.
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Proposed removals from the 2027 NPPL
Tina Gresham presented the following candidate pests for removal. We request your feedback about 1) the importance of these pest surveys to your state, and 2) the impact if CAPS no longer supported these pests as national priority pests.
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Proposed combinations for the 2027 NPPL
Tina G also presented the following suggestions for creating new combined pest entries on the 2027 NPPL.


Questions, answers, and comments from today’s discussion:
Pests considered but need more research:
Regarding potato yellow vein virus - What would be the infection route for tomatoes? We will research this question and follow up.
We would like to learn more about hosts of the potato yellow vein virus and garden weevil. This information is available in the objective prioritization of pests (OPEP) assessments.
Proposed addition to NPPL:
Regarding sunflower broomrape, are there other wild hosts of concern? Yes, there are other wild hosts; however, we would recommend survey in sunflower only. More information from the weed risk assessment:
Other hosts found to be naturally infected include Cirsium arvense (Canada thistle, Asteraceae) and Karelinia caspia (a desert perennial, Asteraceae) growing adjacent to infected sunflower (Cao et al., 2022; Ma et al., 2023), and Plectranthus scutellarioides (coleus, Lamiaceae) in a greenhouse (Cao et al., 2023) in China. In Israel, a new local race of O. cumana has adapted to Solanum lycopersicum (tomato, Solanaceae), although in other regions tomato is not normally affected (Dor et al., 2020). Nicotiana tabacum (tobacco, Solanaceae) was found to be an experimental host of the new race of O. cumana in Israel (Dor et al., 2020), and a report from China about control of O. cumana on tobacco (Wang et al., 2021) suggests it has adapted to and damages tobacco there. These examples show that local populations of O. cumana may occasionally adapt to other hosts, although it is well demonstrated in the literature (e.g., Fernández-Martínez et al., 2015; Martín-Sanz et al., 2016; Molinero-Ruiz et al., 2015) that sunflower is the main host of economic concern.
Who nominated sunflower broomrape for the NPPL? We received a request from WA state and the PPQ weed cross-functional working group.
Has sunflower broomrape been detected at ports of entry? Very unlikely as the seeds are very tiny.
Proposed removals from the NPPL:
Regarding Lymantria xylina – why does it have the low OPEP score it has? It rarely causes damage. It is capable of some defoliation by does not cause as much damage as other Lymantrias.
Regarding Lymantria mathura – there have been massive detections on west coast, often mixed with other Lymantria species. It is considered an indicator of other Lymantria pressure/presence at ports, on ships. What is the reason for the low score? It can cause damage in outbreak situations. Described as "minor" more often than a "major" pest.
Ips sexdentatus – We need to look at ratio of bark beetles on the NPPL and non-priority pests for it to make sense and get the most out of survey efforts.
Cydalima perspectalis – We would need more time to prepare industry for this pest’s removal from the NPPL. Pose this question to the box tree moth cross-functional working group. 
Proposed combinations:
Potato cyst nematodes – several states support this move.
Monochamus urussovii – We believe this one stayed on the NPPL in spite of a low OPEP score because of the pinewood nematode. We will investigate further.
Monochamus urussovii – We would welcome this change in the field as it would make surveys more efficient. Even if the general cerambycid 6-component lure is less sensitive, the overall survey effort is more efficient.
Upcoming NCC meeting planning (Raleigh, NC - March 10-11)
Tina will send out the final agenda and meeting logistics package by Friday, February 27th. 
Note you need a QR code to park in the parking structure next to the Raleigh meeting location. Tina will email the code.
PPQ employees should already have LincPass access to the meeting location.
State cooperators should already have guest access, but please keep your state-issued ID on you in case you need to show it. We also requested guest WIFI access for you.
We cancelled the monthly NCC call on March 5th since we will all be together the following week.
We found value in the regional report outs from last year. We’ve scheduled 15 minutes for each region to provide a report out, share important information for PPQ and other regions, raise concerns, share ideas, and ask questions.
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O. cumana emerged aboveground
(Amri, 2012)

Common Name: Sunflower broomrape

Scientific Name: Orobanche cumana

Host: Sunflower (major host), Artemisia spp. (wild host)

Distribution: Europe (France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Bulgaria, Euro Russia,
Ukraine), Asia (Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, China, India, Iran, Israel,
Kazakhstan, Nepal, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan). Native to parts of Asia.

Why we considered this for addition to the NPPL:
* High risk of becoming weedy or invasive in the U.S. (WRA, not OPEP)
* Most of the U.S. has suitable environmental conditions for the weed, but
areas where sunflowers are commercially produced would be most at risk

* Parasitic plant that can cause yield losses of 50%+, decreased oil content
* Reproduces by seed (mostly self-pollinating)

* Seeds persist in soil up to 10-20 years (eradication challenging)
* Dispersal:

* Wind

* Water

* Possibly animals (either through ingestion or externally)

* Humans: vehicles, machinery, as contaminant of sunflower seed
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                 FY27 Addition Sunflower broomrape      Common Name: Sunflower broomrape Scientific Name: Orobanche cumana Host: Sunflower ( major host ), Artemisia spp. (wild host) Distribution: Europe (France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Bulgaria, Euro Russia, Ukraine), Asia (Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, China, India, Iran, Israel, Kazakhstan, Nepal, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan). Native to parts of Asia. Why we considered this for addition to the NPPL: • High risk of becoming weedy or invasive in the U.S. (WRA, not OPEP) • Most of the U.S. has suitable environmental conditions for the weed, but areas where sunflowers are commercially produced would be most at risk • Parasitic plant that can cause yield losses of 50%+, decreased oil content • Reproduces by seed (mostly self - pollinating) • Seeds persist in soil up to 10 - 20 years (eradication challenging) • Dispersal: • Wind • Water • Possibly animals (either through ingestion or externally) • Humans: vehicles, machinery, as contaminant of sunflower seed O. cumana emerged aboveground (Amri, 2012)
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FY27 NPPL Considerations

Southern rice black-streaked
dwarf virus

Corn (rarely)

Severe damage in limited regions & some years when vector
pop. is high during seedling stage resulting in 30-100% yield loss
Mod/High predicted pest impact (1C)

Distribution
Pest Host(s) Impacts Endangered Area
Vector presence/absence
Stunting, leaf darkening & twisting, white waxy galls on blades &
Fijivirus boryzae Rice stems, poor rice heading Asia (CH, IN, KR, VN, JP) (PHZ 7-12)

AR, CA, LA, MS, MO, TX rice production
Planthopper vector isn’t currently in US (S. furcifera)

Oryzavirus oryzae

Stunting, ragged & twisted leaves, delayed flowering, poor rice
heading

Asia (CH, IN, JP, many more) (PHZ 9-14)

Yield losses can be 50% +, but doesn’t typically kill plants
Moderate predicted pest impact (1D)

Rice ragged stunt Rice Serious damage limited to outbreak conditions gg,nl;ﬁlomsérT\)/(e:tC:rFi)gz’(iucCL:cr)gntl in US (N. lugens)
Mod/High predicted pest impact (1C) pp Y - g
Stunting, leaf mottling & chlorotic streaki duced tilleri
er:nt nsg’ilf:Ie;:o r;?r1gdisccol?)rr(;ﬁcc)rs1 reaxing, reduce ering, Mainland Africa & Madagascar (PHZ 10-14)
Sobemovirus RYMV . . Pty sp 3 CA, LA, TX rice production
. X Rice Yield losses 25-100% reported . . .
Rice yellow mottle virus . . Transmitted mechanically & many insect vectors,
Severe infections lead to plant death includine species in the US
High predicted pest impact (1A) Al :
Potato - chlorosis of veins & then leaf blades; 1° veins remain Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela (PHZ 9-13)
green. Severe infections lead to early senescence & reduced States with potato or tomato production (many), but
Crinivirus flavisolani Potato vigor. Tubers are reduced in size & number but look normal. possibly only in PHZ 9-13
Potato yellow vein virus Tomato Some potato plants are asymptomatic/have minor symptoms. Infected seed potatoes are main method of long-

distance dispersal. Vectored by greenhouse whitefly
(T. vaporariorum) widely distributed in the US.
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                                           Distribution Endangered Area Vector presence/absence Impacts Host(s) Pest  • Asia (CH, IN, KR, VN, JP) (PHZ 7 - 12)  • AR, CA, LA, MS, MO, TX rice production  • Planthopper vector isn’t currently in US ( S. furcifera ) •  Stunting, leaf darkening & twisting, white waxy galls on blades & stems, poor rice heading • Severe damage in limited regions & some years when vector pop. is high during seedling stage resulting in 30 - 100% yield loss • Mod/High predicted pest impact (1C) Rice  Corn (rarely) Fijivirus boryzae Southern rice black -  streaked dwarf virus  • Asia (CH, IN, JP, many more) (PHZ 9 - 14)  • CA, LA, MS, TX rice production  • Planthopper vector isn’t currently in US ( N. lugens ) • Stunting, ragged & twisted leaves, delayed flowering, poor rice heading • Serious damage limited to outbreak conditions • Mod/High predicted pest impact (1C) Rice Oryzavirus oryzae Rice ragged stunt  • Mainland Africa & Madagascar (PHZ 10 - 14)  • CA, LA, TX rice production  • Transmitted mechanically & many insect vectors, including species in the US. • Stunting, leaf mottling & chlorotic streaking, reduced tillering, empty spikelets , grain discoloration • Yield losses 25 - 100% reported • Severe infections lead to plant death • High predicted pest impact (1A) Rice Sobemovirus RYMV Rice yellow mottle virus  • Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela (PHZ 9 - 13)  • States with potato or tomato production (many), but possibly only in PHZ 9 - 13  • Infected seed potatoes are main method of long - distance dispersal. Vectored by greenhouse whitefly ( T. vaporariorum ) widely distributed in the US. • Potato - chlorosis of veins & then leaf blades; 1 ° veins remain green. Severe infections lead to early senescence & reduced vigor. Tubers are reduced in size & number but look normal. Some potato plants are asymptomatic/have minor symptoms. • Yield losses can be 50% +, but doesn’t typically kill plants • Moderate predicted pest impact (1D) Potato Tomato Crinivirus flavisolani Potato yellow vein virus FY27 NPPL Considerations
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FY27 NPPL Considerations

potatoes

Distribution
Pest Host(s) Impacts Endangered Area
Dispersal information
. ) . Vein cle.arlng.and Ieafchlorf)s.ls . . Lebanon, Jordan, Iran, Spain (PHZ 9-12)
Ipomovirus cucumisvenaflavi Severe infections fruits exhibit chlorotic spots and internal .
X . . . . . CA, FL, GA, TX, AZ & greenhouse production
Cucumber vein yellowing Cucurbits necrosis, stunted plants, death in most susceptible cv. . : . .
. N L Transmitted mechanically & by whitefly (B. tabaci)
virus Synergistic with other virus in the US (CYSDV) . . )
X X widely distributed in US
Moderate predicted pest impact (1D)
Peanut — severe stunting, small leaves, poorly formed pods. West Africa (PHZ 11-13)

. L 60%+ yield losses. Sorghum yield losses ~60%. Part of FL with PHZ 11 production of peanut
Pecluvirus arachidis Peanut, . . . . . . L
Peanut clumb virus sorghum Also causes some yield loss in sugarcane and pearl millet Transmitted by soilborne protist P. graminisf. sp.

P g Moderate predicted pest impact (1D) tropicalis & subtropicalis, which are not in US. NA f. sp.
are low risk for transmitting the virus
apple,
nectarine,
plum, . .
. . . S. Africa, Australia, New Zealand (PHZ 6-11)
peach, Root feeding by larvae can damage plants causing stunting and Most of CONUS & HI
Phlyctinus callosus BIEEE, water stress symptoms, m(.)stly on young plants . . Doesn’t fly and can’t disperse long-distances naturally.
Garden weevil strawberry, Adults feed on flowers, fruits, leaves & shoots. Yield loss is Human-mediated dispersal most likel
blueberry, usually moderate (1-30%), but can exceed 50% in rare cases P ¥
pear, Mod/High predicted pest impact (1C)
asparagus,
carrots,
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                                      Distribution Endangered Area Dispersal information Impacts Host(s) Pest  • Lebanon, Jordan, Iran, Spain (PHZ 9 - 12)  • CA, FL, GA, TX, AZ & greenhouse production  • Transmitted mechanically & by whitefly ( B. tabaci ) widely distributed in US • Vein clearing and leaf chlorosis • Severe infections fruits exhibit chlorotic spots and internal necrosis, stunted plants, death in most susceptible cv. • Synergistic with other virus in the US (CYSDV) • Moderate predicted pest impact (1D) Cucurbits Ipomovirus cucumisvenaflavi Cucumber vein yellowing virus  • West Africa (PHZ 11 - 13)  • Part of FL with PHZ 11 production of peanut  • Transmitted by soilborne protist P. graminis f. sp. tropicalis & subtropicalis  , which are not in US. NA f. sp. are low risk for transmitting the virus • Peanut – severe stunting, small leaves, poorly formed pods. 60%+ yield losses. Sorghum yield losses ~60%. • Also causes some yield loss in sugarcane and pearl millet • Moderate predicted pest impact (1D) Peanut, sorghum Pecluvirus arachidis Peanut clump virus  • S. Africa, Australia, New Zealand (PHZ 6 - 11)  • Most of CONUS & HI  • Doesn’t fly and can’t disperse long -  distances naturally. Human - mediated dispersal most likely • Root feeding by larvae can damage plants causing stunting and water stress symptoms, mostly on young plants • Adults feed on flowers, fruits, leaves & shoots. Yield loss is usually moderate (1 - 30%), but can exceed 50% in rare cases • Mod/High predicted pest impact (1C) apple, nectarine, plum, peach, grape,  strawberry, blueberry, pear, asparagus, carrots, potatoes Phlyctinus callosus Garden weevil FY27 NPPL Considerations
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Casuarina tussock moth

OPEP score 1H

Minimal survey interest

One state surveying 2023-2025
No port interceptions since 2016

Proposed

emovals e

e Rosy tussock moth
e OPEP score 1G

® Popular CAPS target (average 15 states per
year)

® Recent port detections

e Consulting spongy moth working group
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               www.aphis.usda.gov/plant - pests - diseases/caps            Proposed removals  • Casuarina tussock moth • OPEP score 1H • Minimal survey interest • One state surveying 2023 - 2025 • No port interceptions since 2016  Lymantria xylina  • Rosy tussock moth • OPEP score 1G • Popular CAPS target (average 15 states per year) • Recent port detections • Consulting spongy moth working group  Lymantria mathura
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* Box tree moth
* OPEP score 1A
* Pest present in 10 states, PPQ Program Pest

Proposed
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e Sixtoothed bark beetle

e OPEP score 1F

e Popular CAPS target (average 21 states per
year)

e Convenient target with Ips typographus
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               www.aphis.usda.gov/plant - pests - diseases/caps      
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Category 3
Low impact or Pests that score below the
undetermined pests threshold are not evaluated
further. The impact assessment H .
— e e Candidate pests come from:
Moderate impact PestLens.info - PPQ scientists
pests
o Colleagues overseas
Category 1 . .
> 20% probability of being a high impact o Scanning the literature
pest . .
o Scanning online: PestlLens
o YOU!!!

We can only assess pests that we hear about

i Submit pest suggestions to stcaps@usda.gov
developed
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                    • Candidate pests come from: o PPQ scientists o Colleagues overseas o Scanning the literature o Scanning online: PestLens  o YOU!!! We can only assess pests that we hear about Submit pest suggestions to stcaps@usda.gov  How to Submit a NPP candidate


